
JBy rq M hihme^ 

AS WE SLIP further into the seven- ' 
ties, we look back on those violent six- ' 
ties and wonder what made them that 
■ y Were they not destined to be re- j 

splendent with accomplishment, when 
_ John F. Kennedy was Inaugurated 12 , 

’ years ago, magnificent in phrase with 

' . ask not what your country can do 

, for you . . Was this not to be the 
Leadership for the Sixties, provided by 
i^ a new, generation of Americans which 
Kennedy advertised in edging out Blch- 
ard Nixon? How did it come to pass 
that our cities burned, our military 
might was squandered in the bloody 
mud of Vietnam for a decade, and the 
I" charismatic figures who were to lead 
- , ; us were murdered? -Did the wrong peo- 
ple get ahold of the Republic in 1961? 

The decade and Kennedy’s Influence 
on it are being harshly reassessed. First, 

■ it -Was David ' Halberstam’s , The ' Best ■ 
and the Brightest, a huge, dour indict- 
ment of the men of reputed excellence 
whom Kennedy brought to Washington 
, and who planned and executed the Viet- 
nam war. The Kennedy Neurosis, by 
Nancy Clinch is forthcoming. Now we 
have The Kennedy Promise, a severe 
examination of the Kennedy method by 



- Henry lairue, one ot ^ those -British, , 
mjoumalists who'deUghts-iti pici^ y 
kees apart. This highly readable polemic, 
laced with quotes by JFK and his gab- . 
bier New Frontiersmen, is damning and 
unforgiving. Should be red - meat for 
Republicans. 

Fairlie’s Kennedy is politically con- 
ventional, more conservative, and far 
less idealistic than previously adver- 
tised. JFK was unquestionably more 
charismatic than Nixon in' 1960, but 
just as cornball and centrist. (In Bloomer, 
Wisconsin, JFK informed farmers that 
“the American cow is the ‘foster mother’ 
of the human race and a great a.Sset 
to the nation.”) He queried Billy Gra- 
ham for biblical quotations for the 
inaugural address. He appointed hard- 
liners to top jobs, including General 
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The Politics of Expectation 
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Doubleday. 376 pp. $7.95 



Curtis LeMay as ^ Chief of Air Staff, 
because he iiked decisive toughness. 
Kennedy’s thinking, as Fairlie analyzes; 
it, was more simplistic than subtle, 
hence,' his mission as commander-in- 
chlef of the Grand Alliance in the cold 
war. 

Domestic policies, including',, civil 
rights, were second to his global 
. thoughts (Nixon, too?). Kennedy dallied 
on his promise to order desegregation of 
public housing. He had to be pushed 
into calling for civU ; rights le^slation; 
Martin Luther King accused his admin- ■ 
Istration of-tokenlsm. When the npwi 
, historic March on Washington was plan- 
ned in. 1963, Kennedy fif^t.asked Negro 
, leaders to call it offivthen’Seeing k 
a reality, welcomed its leaders with an 
ingratiating, “I have a dream. ’LFarnii- 
■ iarlty breeds votes. y ? 4 

Meanwhile, back on the^edia^ftoni:,^' 
the Kennedy rhetoric, the entertaining 
press conferences, the gay renditions Pf 
"'hls Cataelot In phbto and on TV sdfdehf; 
lifted the populace ihto fantastic exp^- 
ancy, the way Fairlie writes and docu-’ 
ments it. Kennedy’s constant cries -for 
a sense of purpose and destiny (Fairlie 
quotes Harold Macmillan’s “If the peo- 
ple want a sense of purpose they should 
get it from archbishops’’) particularly , 
annoys the author. It sounded like war- 
time. “I think to be an American in the 
next decade," Kennedy had declared, 
^‘will be a hazardous experience. We will 
live on the edge of danger.” Kennedy 
urgfed the American giant to Show his 
' muscle. . Presidential meetings became 
football “huddles.” Vigorous games, 50- 
mile'liikes, speed-reading, jet trip after 
jet .trip. R staated tenribly fast. V^ 
early, McGeorge BundyVobserved: . . 

we are like the Harlem Globetrotters, 
passing forward, behind, sidewise and 
underneath. But nobody has ’ made a 
basket yet.” 

Now -it’s atooi^t lnCred 
to recall how President Eisenhower and 
his defense secretary, Thomas Gates, 
futilely pleaded that the United States 
had adequate defense and security, that 
there was no “missile gap,” that no in- 
' ternational crisis existed. The disbe- 
lieving Washington Post sarcastically 
editorialized, ( Continued on page 3) 
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